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Governor's Solar Advisory Task Force 

 

 
Date:   Thursday, September 27, 2012 

Time:   2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Location:   1700 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ  85007 

State Capitol, Executive Tower, Governor’s 2nd Floor Conference Room 

 

Co-Chairs:   Leisa Brug, Director, Governor’s Office of Energy Policy 

  Glenn Hamer, President/CEO, Arizona Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

 

Invitees:  Appointed members of the Task Force: 

Maria Baier, State Lands Commissioner 

Kevin Kinsall, Natural Resources Policy Advisor 

 

Members Present: Brad Albert, APS; John Blair, Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative, 

Inc.; Leisa Brug, Governor’s Office of Energy Policy; Franc Del Fosse, Snell & 

Wilmer LL: Law Offices; Charles B. Duckworth, SRP; Glenn Hamer,  Arizona 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry; Herb Hayden, Southwest Solar; Allison Suriano, 

Kennedy Partners; David Hutchens, UniSource Tucson Electric Power; Kate 

Maracas, ABENGOA SOLAR; Michael Neary, AISEIA Arizona Chapter Solar 

Energy Industries ASSN; Rob Wanless, M + W Group; and Laurie Woodall, URS 

 

Members Absent: Patrick Graham, The Nature Conservancy; David Martin, Associated General 

Contractors; George Seitts, Rose Law Group, pc; Sean Seitz, American Solar 

Electric, Polly Shaw, SUNTECH; James Strock, Serve to Lead, Inc. 

 

Guests: Bud Annan, ASU; Eddie Arreola, BLM; Allison Bell, APS; Greg Bernosky, APS; 

and Matt Brinkman, Burns & McDonnell; Kirk Busch, AZ4Solar.org; Gretchen 

Conger, Arizona Chamber of Commerce; Chris Davey, Enviromission; Michelle De 

Blasi, Greenberg Traurig, LLP; Travis Ekenberg, Governor’s Office of Energy 

Policy; Jack Haenichen, Governor’s Office of Energy Policy; Lon Huber, 

Suntech/SEIA; James Kern, ASU; Susan Kolbe, Kolbe Connect; Matthew Miller, 

ASU; Steve Olea, ACC; Bob Schmelzer, RG Schmelzer, Inc.; Paul Szewczykowski, 

Logan Simpson; Jim Westberg, Governor’s Office of Energy Policy 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Glenn Hamer called the meeting to order at 2:08pm. 



2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes from the May 31, 2012 meeting were approved unanimously. 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

 Permitting Subgroup – Rob Wanless, Chair 

a. Update - Model has been sent to the AHJ’s 

b. Next steps 

c. Sunshot Update 

Jim Westberg: There is a lot of activity going on around the state.  We’ve had 

presentations at the League of Cities and Towns, at the annual Eco Loco Conference 

in Prescott Valley held in the last couple weeks.  Members of the Sunshot group 

presented to MAG Code Committee about streamlining residential and small 

commercial PV applications.  This is an effort across the entire state to work with 

communities to come up with procedures that are similar enough so that installers 

have the same process around the state, and to try to get as much as possible online.  

We worked with the State of Utah to sponsor a Code Training class.  There were over 

60 attendees who came to hear about permitting and how it relates to codes.  In 

addition to that, our group, specifically the ASU group, sent out a tremendous 

number of surveys, I believe over 140 surveys, sent out to installers, cities and towns.  

They have already received over 40% back.  They will be used to help come up with 

best practices on permitting.  ASU also sent out to municipalities and has received 

back 60% of surveys regarding zoning.  Blaine and Trisha are currently meeting with 

utilities about improving our interconnection rating, which we hope will bring our 

score up for DOE this upcoming June.  We are currently in the process of setting up 

workshops for installers to go over permitting issues.  We are going out on one-to-

one basis with municipalities to discuss financing options throughout the state.  We 

have the Solar Phoenix example that has been very successful.  DOE would like to 

see that next round to be regional so we are beginning to develop those relationships. 

Kate Maracas: Is it a goal to come up with a common zoning ordinance and adoption 

of the same building codes throughout jurisdictions?  

Jim Westberg: No, it is more of the best practice for the communities to use. 

Kate Maracas: I’m aware that SmartPower was involved.  Please tell us what their 

role is in this project. 

Jim Westberg: SmartPower has their Solar Coach program, and they are operating in 

a number of the communities we are working with, and they also have their Solar 

Challenge where they are trying to get communities to get 5% of their homes 

installed with solar.  So they already have an outreach network and that has been very 

useful for us and they are continuing in that role.  SmartPower has also had long term 

coordination with utilities and that helps with getting meetings with the utilities. 

Kate Maracas: Are you running into any push-back from communities that are more 

strict with their processes?  

Jim Westberg: I have not attended any of the meetings, but from what I’ve heard so 

far they are very receptive. 

Kate Maracas: That is great to hear.  Early in Rob’s efforts to lead the Permitting 

subcommittee here, we talked about the notion of Renewable Energy incentive 



districts, and using them as a possible catalyst to get some of this done.  Is that still in 

discussion? 

Jim Westberg: That is one I don’t know. It would be a good question for Blaine. 

 

 Financing Subgroup – Franc del Fosse, Chair 

a. Update 

Franc del Fosse: Over the summer we have been putting together a report with the 

description of three segments in Arizona: residential, commercial and utility scale. So 

a description of those, some background on them, and how project finance works in 

the solar industry, and them some policy and recommendations.  On this 

subcommittee, each segment is well represented.  A draft was sent to the 

subcommittee members for review.  Allison Suriano and Lon Huber assisted on the 

Commercial portion, to obtain some data and also review some stuff that has been 

drafted.  On the residential portion we have Sean Seitz who is obviously well versed 

in the residential side, and Mike Neary will also assist with that.  And the utility side, 

Brad Albert and Jason Smith.  And so we will continue to work on it, and have it 

ready by the end of the year.  I asked the subcommittee members if we could try to 

compile this by about a month from now, and I definitely think that’s doable.   

 

b. Next steps 

Franc del Fosse: I had a discussion with Leisa Brug about policy and how we can 

proceed with recommendations.  I think we need to have some phone calls again so 

that we can have the participation and discussions about it.   

Herb Hayden: Can you ask about what type of insight there is into facts regarding 

what’s going on in the world with financing?  

6-7Franc del Fosse: I think the report for obvious reasons is PV-centric, so as far as 

data that’s been collected …we need to encourage…On commercial and residential 

there are two revenue streams that are possible, one is PPA and the other is ??(sounds 

like record summits, maybe finance).  …If we are going to encourage solar product 

development then we need to have products that are financially viable.  That’s one 

aspect.  The good news is that with the subcommittee that we have, with finance in 

particular, is uniquely qualified to produce a report that’s ?8:00 

Glenn Hamer: Thank you for taking the time to tackle this important issue. 

 

 Transmission Subgroup – Laurie Woodall, Chair 

a. Update 

Laurie Woodall: I was unable to attend the last meeting however I provided a detailed 

report for the last meeting from the subcommittee. Our subcommittee has not had any 

meetings but I have been receiving emails from individuals with research that certain 

parties volunteered to provide to me.  TEP is going to summarize renewable requests, 

APS will provide a high level discussion regarding FERC Order 1000, Lon Huber 

will provide a brief summary of the solar module segment, and then Laurie Woodall 

will write the first draft of the White Paper. Everyone has been very responsive, and I 

am working on the draft. 



 

b. Next steps 

Laurie Woodall: Other activities that have been going on in the Transmission Siting 

Sector: It is my understanding that the Western Governor’s Association is having a 

meeting which is going to have Energy Offices and major utilities and 

representatives. I believe it is sometime next week, and I believe that Mr. Haenichen 

will be attending that on behalf of Leisa Brug.  The other thing that I’d like to note is 

The Council of State Governments, they have indicated that they have reached a final 

draft of a proposed Interstate Contract that would basically allow three contiguous 

states to get together and decide that they are going to site transmission lines.  This is 

based on interpretations of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  What it would do is draw 

jurisdiction from the Federal entity for siting that component that is not on Federal 

land.  They anticipate presenting that to their full membership for final approval in 

either November or January. Regardless of whether or not that it is acknowledged and 

accepted or not, the parties involved are heavy hitters, and really know about the 

siting process. 

Glenn Hamer: Thank you.  You and your group provide good updates. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

Leisa Brug: Arizona is #2 now and you probably got that in the press release, not only from 

the Governor, but several other sources.  I have been traveling a lot and it has been fun to talk 

about with colleagues when I’m out. We are one of the few states that have been able to do 

that successfully on such a wide scale.  And that’s a good thing.  

Michael Neary: I was sitting with representatives from all of the national SEIA chapters from 

all of the states when that press release came out – I happened to be setting next to the 

representative from New Jersey, and I showed him my phone!  I am also on the board at the 

Arizona Solar Center and my colleagues and I were running some numbers and reviewing 

some other ideas and we may also be able to say we are #1 in solar installations per capita, 

and think this may be true.  This would be a very nice thing as well. 

Glenn Hamer: I think these are good things.  Especially as we look at the projects coming up. 

Leisa Brug: This is why things like SunShot are so important.  We have to keep working on 

things from all different angles. 

 

 Discussion of next year’s format 

Leisa Bug: We are in the process of filling spots for those that have resigned from the Task 

Force.  Four volunteered to resign and five applications were sent to the Governor’s Office to 

be reviewed.  If you know someone who is interested in serving on the Task Force, please 

have them go to Boards and Commissions and get an application filled in.  There are many 

levels of vetting, since they are appointed by the Governor.  It will be good getting new blood 

in here, because they will have fresh ideas which are good for getting new concepts and 

keeping the Task Force moving forward.  I think we are at a good place for that addition.  

Also I have received a lot of suggestions for next year.  We have been able to go through 

them all, and they were all really good.  We are working on superimposing them over the 

Executive Order.  We’ve made some changes that we think will keep the importance of this 

group where it needs to be but that will allow for a little more flexibility to keep us moving 



forward.  For now, we have to get the reports in by the end of the year, and I would prefer to 

not wait until the last week of December.  I will speak with the Chairs of the subcommittees.  

I’ve talked with Glenn to come up with some recommendations already, including something 

on economic development.  My recommendation is for my office, and I hope that you will all 

be behind it, is for the Master Energy Plan to be prepared.  If any of you on the Task Force 

have any ideas to recommend to the Governor for us to work on next year please send them 

soon so we can begin flushing them out.   In our last meeting of this year, we will then vote 

on the things that will be included in that final report.  Next year’s format will include 

quarterly meetings, instead of monthly.  We will do our best to get those dates chosen at the 

beginning of the year.  We will do a survey to find out what dates will work best for all of 

you.  We will be continuing with the no phone-in format; you must be present as stated in the 

Executive Order, because the Executive Order says no voting by proxy and no voting by 

designee or substitute.  I agree with the Governor wholeheartedly on that.  As she, and I, and 

many of you have found in our careers, it is the people who are in the room who end up 

doing the bulk of the work. And we are all professionals with big careers, and we don’t need 

to feel that type of pressure, so we need to spread this out evenly.  That is why I will ask that 

people who were not Chairs of the subcommittees this year volunteer to be Chairs next year, 

and give those folks an opportunity to be ‘inputers’ instead of coordinators.  If two 

consecutive meetings are missed the member will be asked to resign.  We are hoping that 

since there will only be four meetings and the dates will picked well in advance, that you will 

be showing up.  If someone is unable to attend two meetings, then it will be really hard to 

stay engaged since that will be six months between meetings, and so it would be better to let 

someone in the queue have the opportunity to be on the Solar Task Force.  There is a lot 

going on outside of these meetings, like.  And we will continue with the subgroup format 

because a lot gets done.  So it will be really important to be at each of the quarterly meetings 

to be updated on the progress. 

Laurie Woodall: Will you be requesting that members provide input on appropriate topics to 

you about what they think the Task Force could do to be of assistance?  We need to have a 

defined purpose.  I think having a defined purpose, even tentatively, will help you in 

identifying to the members, and potential members, and will help ensure participation by 

identifying the purpose of the Task Force. 

Leisa Brug: Yes.  I have not currently been looking at the Executive Order as to what should 

change in it, but I have been looking at the Executive Order as to what should remain in it so 

that we can get the format for the existing group moving forward.  The original intent of the 

Executive Order was meant for it to be a little bit open-ended so I think as long as the 

suggestions stay along that vein; I think that would be great.  I don’t think that the Executive 

Order, because of ebb and flow and issues that come up, should be set in cement.  If you read 

it, it is a little bit vague so that gives us more of an opportunity to delve into things without 

having to adhere to some strict document.  So yes, please, if you have ideas send them to 

Glenn and I. 

Michael Neary: I think that guidelines and objectives are good idea, as long as there is room 

for us to take on whatever comes our way.  So there is room to work on other things that may 

come up, related to policy-wise or anything else. 

Leisa Brug: You are right.  There are a lot of things that have changed since I got her two 

years ago.  The whole solar landscape has changed.  So yes, your ideas would be helpful.  

Laurie Woodall: We have had some reports with the Arizona Commerce Authority and I’m 

wondering what the future looks like as it relates to coordination of events and activities with 

the Arizona Commerce Authority and the Task Force, if there is any. 

Leisa Brug: The ACA still doesn’t have an Executive Director, so they are working hard on a 



lot of things, but their Renewable Energy committee has not been re-established yet.  Sandra 

Watson is doing great and is working really hard but is still getting up-to-speed, and has said 

that they would like to work on it, just a little later.  But they are on-board for the Master 

Energy Plan and they are taking a piece of it.  Once they re-establish their Renewable Energy 

group, their focus will be mostly an economic one.  They will likely be a separate group and 

I’m sure I will be involved with it, but I really like our organic mix of members here. 

Glenn Hamer: The different economic development groups, the Chambers, and the Arizona 

Commerce Authority groups are very well connected with the Governor’s agencies. 

Leisa Brug: Yes we would like to remain involved with anyone who is working on policy 

related stuff. 

Kate Maracas: Can you give an update on the WGA? 

Leisa Brug: The WGA meeting is going to be in Scottsdale on December 1 and 2, 2012.  

Each new incoming chair gets to pick a focus for their year.  Governor Herbert’s number one 

priority is energy.  He is working on a regional energy policy for the Western Region, and a 

10 year plan for energy in the Western Region, It was a dynamic meeting.  The other thing 

that we are involved in is this Regional Transmission Group that they are doing as well and 

Jack Haenichen from our office will be going to Denver next week to talk about that. 

Jack Haenichen: I am a member of the Transmission Line and Siting committee in Arizona.  I 

believe that Arizona has one of the best and speediest siting processes in the West, but that is 

not true of all states in the West.  October 1 and 2, in Denver, is an initial meeting with 

representatives from all the western states. 

Leisa Brug: One of the things that Jack and I have discussed is how to bring the utilities into 

the discussions, because I don’t really see how any of it can happen without them.  Hopefully 

this kick-off meeting will help provide an opportunity to bring it up in discussions. 

Kate Maracas: Last year we had an effort to look at streamlining or right-sizing the 

permitting process overall at the utility scale.  We talked about the State planning and 

permitting process and NEPA, whenever both are required, can the studies that were done for 

one serve as a resource for the other?  One way that Laurie and I had discussed getting this 

out there is by possibly drafting an Executive Order to give to the Governor, and simply put it 

in when a NEPA process is required and a State permit is required joint studies may be 

conducted.  But it strikes me as there is a regional plan that if there’s a regional plan and the 

states are coming together to put find a best practices for permitting there might be an 

opportunity to bring that up again.  I think that DOI and DOE would be thrilled to see that.  

Leisa Brug: This is Governor Herbert’s first couple months of his planning period, and his 

staff is really good.  We had a really good meeting, and we sent them a lot of information.  

There is more information on Utah’s Energy Office website, or the WGA website, or email 

me if you have any questions.  Quick update on the State Master Energy Plan: It is moving 

forward.  A presentation on the roll-out of it is going to be made by myself to the Governor, 

Eileen Klein, and a couple others and we are trying to schedule that right now to be done 

within the next two or three weeks.  After that is done I will have a clearer idea of what the 

actual schedule is going to be, but for right now it still looks as if invitations will be sent out 

to those being invited to participate in one of the four groups in November, and the Governor 

will officially announce the effort in December, and then the four groups will begin to meet 

in January or February of next year. 

 

5. COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 Discussion of upcoming solar efforts & events 



Bud Annan: Does this group have the power to issue a joint statement?  There is a need for 

more research and development.  You represent an integrated group.  Maybe if we could 

have this group make a statement on R&D and having a joint position within this group. 

Leisa Brug: This group represents the Governor, so anything we put out would be put 

together would possibly be offered by her.  But we would possibly do the writing for her. 

Michael Neary: R&D would be part of the State Master Energy Plan. 

Leisa Brug: The ACA is very busy and is doing a lot of recruiting relating to renewable 

energy. 

David Hutchens: I don’t think we have the R&D component represented on the STF and I 

would like to suggest that we have that voice at the table. I think it would be a great topic to 

discuss next year. Public universities are very involved with the R&D side. 

Leisa Brug: That is a great suggestion.  Please make some calls and suggest they apply.  I am 

not allowed to do anything more than tell you that. 

Bud Annan: The ASU Solar Summit is soon: October 8 and 9.  We are 30 people short of 

being maxed out.  The tours are almost completely booked.  I think everyone is very excited 

about the new format. 

Michael Neary: Solar Power International: It was a little smaller than last year, about 6,000 

less people attending , but great discussion panels.  There were a lot of SEIA meetings going 

on, and that was great.  Rhone Resch did a discussion about how well the industry is doing 

but discussed the threats to the industry.  There is a lot of money being spent on anti-solar 

and renewable ads, and that money could be spent on renewable energy.  SEIA is doing a lot 

to support clean energy and policy in a number of states including Arizona.  I thought the 

conference was great this year.  Next year will be in Chicago. 

Lon Huber: There were a lot of really solid policy meetings going on at SPI.  It was really 

good to be reminded of how advanced Arizona is in terms of smart policy decisions and how 

other states are looking to us to blaze them a trail.  We are reaching a point where 

presidential incentives could be zero, and we still have a vibrant market place.  We will be 

one of the states to hit that threshold, and so they are looking to us and how we handle things 

and how we maintain our institutions that have built the framework to allow us to do that.  I 

thought it was a great reminder of where we are.  We are a relatively small state and have 

been ranking around number three; compared to our peers we are doing really well. 

Leisa Brug: Fun thing about being from Arizona and being at the meeting with Governor 

Herbert, is that they are looking for individual states to write parts of this plan.  I said I will 

do coal and solar.  And everyone liked that. 

Kirk Busch: Clinton’s presentation at SPI was about messaging and being consistent.  

 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

Leisa Brug dismissed the meeting at 3:18pm. 

### 

 


